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I would like to welcome everyone to our 2023 school year. We are 
looking forward to what promises to be an exciting and enjoyable year 
of learning as we continue to see our children grow and develop as 
contributors to our school community at PLPS. 
 

I would like to extend a special welcome to our new students and their 
families who have joined our PLPS school community. We have 107 
Prep students who commenced school last Thursday and it is a great 
credit to Ms Ashley Clarkson, our Prep staff and the children as to how 
well they have settled into our school routines. We have also had a 
significant number of new students in years 1 – 6 enrol. I hope 2023 is 
the beginning of a wonderful relationship between our school and 
new families to our school community. 
 

As well as many new students beginning at our school, we also have a 
number of staff who have joined or returned to our teaching team. I 
would like to welcome back Ms Bree Hunt, Ms Vanessa Wilson, Ms 
Emily Nation and Ms Sabrina Jin. I would also like to welcome the 
following new staff:  
 

• Year 4 - Ms Esther Allan and Ms Tanisha Poole 
• Year 3 – Ms Danielle Macreadie 
• Year 1 – Ms Kara King and Ms Kristen Windust 
• Digi Tech – Mr Caleb Collins 
• Mandarin – Ms Jianqing Wu 
 

The month of February sets the trend for a busy first term and there 
are some key dates for parents to include in their diaries. 
 

On Tuesday this week, parents received information on Compass 
regarding our ‘Meet the Teacher’ conversations. The meetings have 
been scheduled for Monday, February 20th and Tuesday, February 21st 
after school from 3:30—6:30pm. This meeting provides an opportunity 
for parents and teachers to meet and introduce themselves, as well as 
share any information that parents believe may impact upon their 
child’s learning in 2023. Parents can book their preferred conversation 
time/s. via Compass. Bookings opened yesterday, Wednesday, 
February 8th at 1.30pm. Bookings will close to parents at 12noon on 
Monday, February 20th. 
 

The first of our year level newsletters for 2023 will be distributed to 
parents at the ‘Meet the Teacher’ conversations. The newsletter will 
share with parents the key areas their children will be engaging in this 
term, including reading, writing, mathematics and our inquiry units. As 
well as curriculum material, important dates for each year level and 
other important information for parents about some of our school 
processes, are also included. We hope this assists parents with an 
understanding of the learning your children will experience during 
term 1. 
 

This Friday our senior students in years 5 and 6 commence the 
summer inter-school sport season against other local schools in the 
district. Our school teams will participate in the sports of cricket, 
basketball, volleyball, tennis and softball. It was great to see many 
students have a go at a new sport, particularly the softballers. As well 
as endeavouring to perform at their best and trying to achieve success, 
our students are also aware of their responsibilities whenever they 
represent our school in the wider community. There is an expectation 
that our students exhibit a strong sense of sportsmanship, respect the 
umpires and their decision-making in all games and encourage their 
teammates. We look forward to the enjoyment our students have 
through their participation, accompanied by excellent attitudes. Thank 
you to Mr Vann for his organisation and supporting our students in 

their preparations for the games. We wish them all the best of luck and 
fun. 
 

Over the school holiday break, you may have noticed work being 
completed in our playgrounds. The current works are emergency 
drainage works. The project has being funded and overseen by the 
Department of Education and includes larger storm water pipes being 
installed to enable high volumes of water to exit our site in severe 
weather events. This project is expected to be completed in the coming 
weeks. A second drainage project, again funded and overseen by the 
Department of Education to install drainage across the remainder of 
the eastern end of the school grounds is expected to begin in term 2. 
Once completed, we will be able to further develop    our playground. 
Our students have begun to provide their ideas and thoughts on the 
additions they would like to add to our playground. I look forward to 
sharing   further information on the projects later in the term.  
 

Last week our year 6 students who have aspirations for leadership 
positions in 2023 collected their leadership applications. Our student 
leadership team is made up of our two school captains, eight house 
captains and a number of student representative council captains. As 
part of the application process, our students need to: 
 

• demonstrate an enthusiasm to lead and encourage our student 
body to participate and contribute to the ongoing 
development of our school   

• demonstrate and outline their ability to be positive role models 
for all students 

• demonstrate their ability to think and act in ways that reflect 
our school’s core values—how they “live our values” 

• be representatives of our school, when required, out of school 
at community events. 

 

The applications, together with speeches and conversations with the 
applicants, will be considered for selection by members of our school’s 
leadership team. Parents of year 6 students will be notified of when the 
student leadership positions will be announced.  
 

Each year our School Council elections take place during the first term. 
This year we have five parent vacancies. Our School Council plays an 
important role in the progress and development of our school across 
many areas including governance, educational directions and policy 
development and ratification. It also monitors our financial situation 
and oversees our school’s operating budget and expenditure 
programs. School Council is also a forum where important school 
community issues that impact upon our school and our students can 
be discussed and analysed. If you are available and willing to attend a 
meeting that last 60-90 minutes once a month, have an interest in your 
child’s school and how we can continue to provide an effective and 
engaging education to our students, this may be an opportunity for 
you to make a contribution to our school community. 
 

Please note the time frame below for your information: 
 

• Wednesday, February 15th – notice of election and call for 
nominations 

• Wednesday, March 1st – closing date for nominations, 4:00pm. 
 

If you would like further information or wish to clarify anything, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me at school on 5940-9532 
 
 

Kerrie Kingston-Gains  
Principal 

Principal’s Report 



Admin News 
   

DIARY DATES 
 

 

Friday 10th February - Friday  24th March: Summer Interschool Sports  

 

Monday 20th February & Tuesday 21st February:  ‘Meet the Teacher‘ Conversations 

 

Monday 27th March - Thursday 30th March: Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp 

 

 

 

ICY POLE FRIDAY   

 

    We will be selling 
lemonade icy poles at 
lunch time on Fridays  

during term 1   
 

Icy poles are $1.40 
each and can be        

purchased from the 
Canteen. 

 

Hats 
 

Hats are part of our school uniform in Term 1. 
 

It is strongly recommended that all students have their hats on when 
they play at recess and lunch time out in the yard.  

 
Please remember to label your hats too! 

 
 PLPS Bucket Hats 

 
 

 
 
 

 
We currently have our old style bucket hats 

available for sale from the office at the      
discounted price of $10.00 







 

Scholastic Bookclub 2023 

 

Bookclub offers a convenient way for you and your child to select and purchase worthwhile and appealing 

books.  The books have been expertly selected to span a range of reading levels and interests and are offered at 

reasonable prices.  The wide range of newly published titles and old favourites represents a thoughtful mix of 

books from Australian and international publishers. 

Bookclub operates at least 8 times a year.  Your children will have already received their bookclub brochure, 

which has the order form inside.  Simply select any books you or your child would like to purchase and return 

the order form to the school, with correct payment, or order online with LOOP for credit card purchases by the 

closing date (FEB 15th for Issue 1).  The school sends all the orders in together, and then the books are        

delivered to the school.  The books will then be delivered to your child’s classroom to take home. 

Furthermore, the school receives free books from Book Club that allow us to regularly update our class and 

school libraries with just-published and favourite books. 

There is no obligation to order, but I know of no better way to encourage reading than to give children the  

opportunity of choosing their own books. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Narelle McMillan 

February 15th 



 
Attention Parents/

Guardians 
 

Please be aware of the   
parking restrictions on 
both Shearwater Drive 

and Everly Circuit. 
 

The Cardinia Council    
enforces the parking       

restrictions and regularly 
monitors the parking 

zones and areas around 
the school. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Cardinia Playground Upgrades 

 
Last year the Parks and Planning Department from Cardinia Council visited       

Pakenham Lakeside Primary School and gave students the opportunity to          
participate and have their say in what they would like to see included in the       

selected playground renewal program. 
 

 Thank you to all students who participated and gave their feedback in this         
activity.  

 
The Cardina Council are pleased to advise that the chosen playground designs 

have been awarded for Parman Avenue Reserve, Creekwood Park and               
The Parkway in Pakenham.  

 
The concept plans can be viewed at https://creating.cardinia.vic.gov.au/

playground-renewals-2023 which show the proposed landscaping layout and    
surrounds.  

 

Parking Around the School 
 

Street parking is available along  
Shearwater Drive and Everly Circuit.  

 
Please be courteous to our surrounding residents, when parking, 

dropping or collecting students from school - obey parking 
signs, do not park in or over driveways.  

We ask that you leave enough time to drop off and pick up      
children in a safe and legal manner. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcreating.cardinia.vic.gov.au%2Fplayground-renewals-2023&data=05%7C01%7CSharron.Wynen%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf9e758e18bf84c80a84e08dad96792a1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63806
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcreating.cardinia.vic.gov.au%2Fplayground-renewals-2023&data=05%7C01%7CSharron.Wynen%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf9e758e18bf84c80a84e08dad96792a1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63806


 



 














